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Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 210/488, 497.01, 498; 209/393, 395; 162/251; 29/896.62 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents arc included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search {name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with mdication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



us 5,387,340 A (ACKERMAN) 07 February 1995, col. 3, line 49 
to col. 6, line 55. 
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Further documents arc listed in the continuation of Box C. [ | See patent family annex. 



* Sp«cia) categories of cited documetiu 

'A" document defming the general HAte of the art which t» not considered 

to be of particular relevance 

*E* earlier document published on or after the intemationat ftluig date 

•L* document which may throw doubts on priority claim($) or which is 

ciled to estabhih the publjcauon date of another citation or other 
special reason (as spectfted) 

*0" document referring to an oral disclosiire, use, exhibition or other 

means 

*P* document published prior to the uiiemaUona! filing date but later than 
the pnonty date claimed 



later document published after the mtemational filing date or pnonty 
date and not in conflict with the apphcation but cited to under»tand 
the principle or theory underlying the invention 

document of particular relevance, the clauned invention cannot b« 
coniidered novel or cannot be considered to involve an invenUve step 
when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance, the claimed invenUon cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

document member of the same patent family 
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FOR Fl'RTHER ACTION Notification ol^ Transmittal of Iniernationai 

Preliminar\ l-\amination Report (Porni PCI IPI:A 416) 


International application No, 
PC I rS99 08072 


International filing date (day /month/year) 
13 APRIL 1999 


Prioril\ date (day -month 'year) 
NONi: 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
IPC(7): BOID 29 46 and CS CI.: 210 488. 497.01, 498: 209 393. 395; 162'251; 29 896.62 


Applicant 
MATTIIHW. JOHN B. 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of sheets. 

I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and'or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authoritv . 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 ofjthe Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
I I ^1 Basis of the report 



II 


□ 


Priority 




III 


□ 


Non-establishment of report with regard to novelty, 


inventive step or industrial applicability 


IV 


□ 


Lack of unity of invention 




V 




Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 


VI 


□ 


Certain documents cited 




VII 


□ 


Certain defects in the international application 




VIII 
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Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL P 



INARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Iniernational application No. 
^CT/US99/08072 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to tlie elements of the international application:' 
the international application as originall) filed 
the description; 

pages jj;^ 

pages 



as orieinalh tiled 



NONE 



filed with the demand 



pages 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 
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NONE 



NONE 



^ . as originall> filed 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
, filed w ith the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 
pages ____ 

pages 

pages 
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as originally filed 



NONE 



, filed with the demand 



NONE 



the sequence listing part of the description: 
NONE 



filed with the letter of 



pages 
pages 
pages 



NONE 



as orieinalK filed 



nied with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this AutJiorit\ in tlie language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

TTiese elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation fumtshed for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 552 and' 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in printed form. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I [ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

[ I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the writen sequence listing has 
' — ' been ftjmished. 

4 I X I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

the description, pages 
the claims, Nos 



NONE 



NONE 



[x] the drawings, sheets/% NONE 



5. This report has been drawn as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 
* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 

in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70,16 

and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this re 



report. 
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International application No. 
^I:T US99 08072 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. statement 

Novelt) (N) Claims Mj \ ES 

Claims NONF \0 

Inventive Step (IS) Claims UJ "iTiS 

Claims NOM: ^. __ NO 

Industrial Applicability (lA) Claims JJJ YES 

Claims NONE 



2. citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims l-I 1 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33{2)-(3). because the prior art does not teach or tairh 

suggest: 

the Hmitation ol the interconnecting surfaces of the strips and spacers being metallurgicalK bonded as recited in 
independent claims 1. 3, 4. 5. 6. and 1 1; 

the limitation of the slot length to spacer length being in a range of 2- 10:1 as recited in independent claim 9; 

the limitation of the slots having a length of 3" or less and the slots forming at least 15*^0 of the screen as recited m 
instant independent claim 10. 

Claims 1-1 1 meet the criteria set out in PC I Article 33(4) for the reasons as follows: 
claims 1-3. and 6-11 ha\e an industrial use for filtering pulp; 
claims 4 and 5 ha\e an industrial use for making a screen plate. 

NEW CITATIONS 

NONE 
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INTKRNATIONAl, PRELIMINARY' EXAMINING AL'THORI H' 



To; PATRICK J WALSH 
400 MAIN STRtFT 
STAMFORD CT 06901 


PCX 

NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCI Rule 71.1) 


Date otWIailint^ ^ j t(fn\/Onni 
(day/month'year) J 4 M A f L U U i 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
NONE 


I.MPORTAM NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/US99/08072 


International filing date (day /month/year) 
13 APRIL 1999 


Priori t\ Date (day /mo nth /year) 
NONE 


Applicant 
MATTHEW. JOHN B. 

^ • 



1. The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international application, 

2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication 
to al! the elected Offices. 



3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of 
the report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 

4 REMINDER 



The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices)(Article 
39(l))(see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicanfs 
responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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Authorized officer 




Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 


MATTHEW 0. SAVAGE 


Jean Proctoi^R 
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Paralegal Sfl^alist 


Washington, D C 20231 




Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 


Telephone No. (703) 308-0661 
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^ PCX 

^ NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.2) 


From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


To: 

Commissioner 

US Department of Commerce 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, PCT 

2011 South Clark Place Room 
CP2/5C24 

Arlington, VA 22202 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in Its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
OZ May zUUl (Uz.Uo.Ul ) 




International application No. 

PCT/US99/08072 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

13 April 1999 (13.04.99) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 


Applicant 

MATTHEW, John, B. et a! 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 



in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 

01 November 2000 (01 .11.00) 

[ I in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on; 



The election 



I X I was 

□ 



was not 



made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 



The International Bureau of WlPO 


Authorized officer 








34, chemin des Colombettes 




R. Forax 


121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41 


■22) 338,83,38 



Form PCT IB 331 (July 1992) 
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